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The report for 2005-2006 is presented under the following headings

· Newsletter

Production

Distribution

· Website

· Promotional Leaflet

· Press Publicity

Newsletter Production
We now have a 12 page, quarterly newsletter packed with information, articles and photographs [many in colour]

Our thanks go to our two editors [Sue and Alan], our desktop publishing genius [Bill Evans], the printers [Gardner’s], group leaders and other contributors, for such a fine publication. 

Many hours are invested in bringing everything together so successfully.

Newsletter Distribution

Currently, every member (or household) receives a personal copy soon after production. 

With the growth in membership about 1000 different homes were reached with the last issue.

8 volunteers spend a morning at Horizons to assist members to collect copies for themselves and, helpfully, friends and neighbours. The remaining copies at this stage are sorted into delivery categories.

A further 35 + volunteers then spend at least half a day delivering by hand to homes in designated areas. The remaining copies for outlying areas are posted. 

Our membership benefits from the time, energy and ‘shoe leather’ expended by all our volunteers.

With continued growth it seems unlikely that we can maintain the current scheme and an all-postal system may have to be introduced.

Website

This service has developed substantially this year under the skilled management of our Webmaster Margaret Wiechers. 

Its success depends heavily on the contributions of group leaders and others supplying up-to date information about their activities and programme changes. 

The website has two major advantages 

1. It can be updated frequently

2. It has no practical space limitations

We would encourage all members who have access to the Internet to visit our own website and to make regular use of it as a supplement to the Newsletter

Promotional Leaflet

The object was to inform people who might benefit from our activities. 

A grant from the West Lancashire Champions Fund met the costs of design, production and distribution and we are most grateful for their help.

The document was designed in house with help from Bill Evans. 

Copies were placed in libraries, post offices, GP waiting rooms, churches and hospital outpatient departments throughout West Lancashire. [Thanks to Alex McMinn for his sterling efforts with this task!]

We also make copies available on our promotional stand at local exhibitions

The leaflet fulfils a need formerly met using Newsletters in the same locations. It is more appropriate and more economical.

Press Publicity

Local Press

Throughout the year we have had a number of reports and photographs in the ‘Ormskirk Advertiser’. 

‘Lancashire Life’

Following the main feature of our first birthday party the magazine has helped to keep our profile high with several mentions in the past year.

U3A National Magazine

Having identified our U3A as one of the fastest growing in the UK we were asked to help with the writing of an article. The feature appeared in the winter edition. This raised our profile nationally and led to many enquiries from other U3A’s.

Pat Roberts has recently been co-opted to our committee and her journalistic experience will add further strength to the team.

I would like to thank all of my team for their unstinting work, professionalism and dedication.

They play such important roles bringing together membership information, production of a newsletter and website which have received national acclaim and promoting U3A to such a wide audience.

The membership, group leaders and the main committee have all actively supported us.

We thank them all
Stan Bryan
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